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Editors:  John and Nancy Orwig, johnancy@vcn.com , Buffalo, Wyoming 

 

Dear Lovers, 

 

 We are John & Nancy Orwig.  We were encountered in Gillette, Wyoming, November, 

1988.  We are a clergy couple, a clergy presenting couple, and the North American Region 

Clergy Executive Couple (until summer 2007).  We are taking on the Loving Task of being 

editors for a new publication, called “eCall To Be Family.”  If you drop the “e,” one has the 

corporate name of Lutheran Marriage Encounter with which we are incorporated in the state of 

Washington.  Lutheran Marriage Encounter used to publish a hardcopy newsletter called “Call 

To Be Family.”  This one will be entirely electronic and will be posted on our web site, ilme.org.  

We are a faith expression that is a part of the family Worldwide Marriage Encounter, the Roman 

Catholic umbrella organization from which we hold our license. 

 

 The purpose of this letter, at least at its beginning, is to give any readers of this piece 

some basic knowledge of LME (Lutheran Marriage Encounter), and places to go for any further 

or other information.  This “e-letter” will be a learning experience for us as editors, as well as 

you the readers!  We hope to present articles that will help all of us in growing our marriages and 

sources for this kind of articles.  We also would welcome “letters to the editor” and continuing 

discussion of various topics relating to building strong, God-pleasing marriages. 

 

  

Summer 2006 Meetings in Finland 
 

 July 2006 was one of those historic times for Lutheran Marriage Encounter!  The North 

American Region Board (NAR) held their summer meeting in Finland and the European Region 

(ER) held their meeting in Finland also.  Both boards met at a Christian Retreat Center called 

Vivamo, only a few miles North of Helsinki, Finland.  Our meetings were held simultaneously 

and we joined together for devotions, Bible stories enacted by the camp staff, and sauna every 

evening!  The days were long and the nights were short!  It was a really great time! 

 

 Then on a Friday we boarded a bus to Korpilahti for our 2006 International Lutheran 

Marriage Encounter Family Reunion -- the very first time the ILME Family Reunion was held 

outside of North America!  We had some good presentations; a short cruise on the largest lake in 

Finland; a concert at the Lutheran Church in Korpilahti; also worship in that same church; 

saunas; lots of food, visiting, and sharing.  We had people from Canada, U.S.A., Iceland, 

Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland, and even one from Holland.  A great time was had by all, 

and the Finns did a great job of hosting us. 
 

 



 

Having fun at the lake! 
 

 

 
The new International Lutheran Marriage Encounter Board 

 

 

 

NAR Board at Work! 



 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter is a ministry dedicated to assisting 

married couples to live fully intimate and responsible relationships by 

providing an Encounter Weekend experience as well as ongoing 

community support. 

********************************** 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Lutheran Church renewed and our world changed through strengthened couple 

relationships and stronger personal relationships with Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

800# 
Hello with a warm hug from Spokane, WA!! I am Carol, your North American 

Region (NAR)National Registrar. Perhaps I talked with you when you called our 

800# (answered in my home). Or,maybe I responded to your e-mail request for 

information.  I'm delighted to encourage married couples to enjoy a 

Weekend...and quickly mail necessary information.  I receive scheduled 

weekend locations/dates, forward them to our websites and keep an accurate 

list by my phone. 

 

Why am I so 'gung-ho' about Marriage Encounter?  My husband, Dale, and I were 

married for 55 years until he went home to Jesus.  We were active volunteers  

for about 30 years in many  phases of  LME. 

We enjoyed closely sharing our life jouney and I continue to cherish 

these memories.  We also made many long-lasting friends across the continent 

and felt honored and blessed to present weekends. 

Yes! I am a very 'satisfied customer'! 

 

I continue to enjoy these friendships and I am glad to help any 

interested couple find  a Weekend.  Please feel free to contact me at any 

time.  I'm here to help you invite others to a NEW World! 

1-800-235-1010 GodLovesMarriage@comcast.net                        

 

With love,  Carol Ure 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter, PO Box 8524, Spokane, WA 99203-9998 

(Online registration available:) 

www.GodLovesMarriage.org 

www.GodLovesMarriage.com 

www.GodLovesMarriage.net 

 



An article from the Lutheran Magazine about our NAR Lay Execs: 
 

 

See your spouse with 20-20 vision 
That’s a goal for Lutheran Marriage Encounter leaders 

        --Story by Jeff Favre 

 

When David and Jean Fell attended a Marriage Encounter weekend, it wasn’t because they felt 

their union was in trouble. They were asked if they would like to put icing on the cake that they 

considered a strong and healthy marriage. “Why not?” they asked each other. 

That was 26 years ago. Since then, the Fells, members of Advent Lutheran Church, Solon, Ohio, 

have not only presented nearly 100 weekends, but they also were elected the lay executives for 

the North American region of the International Lutheran Marriage Encounter. 

 

The volunteer-run mission has for 30 years worked with couples to strengthen marriages by 

teaching tools for more effective and open communication, as well as ways to better understand 

one’s spouse. 

 

The weekend encounters require only a registration fee, though it has remained solvent by 

donations made by couples. 

 

The Fells knew that first weekend that Marriage Encounter was something they wanted to turn 

into their ongoing Christian ministry. “That first weekend blessed us so much,” Jean said. “We 

made discoveries about each other. It was like receiving a pair of glasses when you didn’t even 

know you needed them.” 

 

The Fells were asked to become lay presenters, partnering for the weekend with a clergy couple. 

Soon after they became area lay leaders, then for a larger district and, now, for North America. 

They also meet with members of an interfaith Marriage Encounter board. 

 

Though the weekends have been streamlined and modernized in the last three decades, the Fells 

said the approach remains the same. Workshops are given throughout the weekend, after which 

couples take time to work on the information that has been provided. Trust and openness are 

stressed, and God’s role in a healthy marriage is explored. 

 

The impact the experience has on couples is the primary reason the Fells continue their work. 

 

“Even though the weekends aren’t designed for major problem-�solving, we have at least one or 
two couples come up to us every time and say, ‘Thank you for saving our marriage,’ ” David 

said. 
 

When they’re not on the road for Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Jean and David Fell like 

to relax on the lake behind their Ohio home. “You’ve got to know how to communicate if 

you’re going to paddle a canoe and get anywhere,” Jean Fell said. 
 
© 2006 Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. The Lutheran is the magazine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 



LUTHERAN MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER – NORTH AMERICAN REGION 

ELECTED BOARD 

 

NAR LAY EXECS  NAR CLERGY EXECS 
 

David ♥ Jean Fell  John ♥ Nancy Orwig 

1913 Hemlock Drive  2860 1
st
 Avenue West 

Kent OH 44240  Buffalo WY 82834 

330/541-2471  440/227-8740 cell 307/684-2700 

davidjeanfell@hotmail.com   johnancy@vcn.com 

____________________________________ 

 

DISTRICT LAY EXECS  DISTRICT CLERGY EXECS 

 

DISTRICT I, covering  CT, DE, FL, GA, MA, MD, ME, MI, NC, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, 

SC, VA, VT, WV, Ontario & Quebec 

Don ♥ Judy Christiansen  Ted ♥ Jane Guthrie 

2539 Larry Tim Drive  331 First Avenue 

Saginaw MI 48601-5611  Brockville Ontario K6V 3B8 Can 

989/777-1877, fax same, 989/284-9123 cell 613/498-2942 

Fv4t7@chartermi.net  weeluvewe@ripnet.com  

  Or tguthrie@rohcg.on.ca 

 

DISTRICT II, covering AL, AR, IN, IL, KS, KY, LA, MO, MS, OK, TN, TX 

Ralph ♥ Judi Golnick  Jim ♥ Bonnie Beversdorf 

306 Lincoln Terrace  2208 McCord Road 

Buffalo Grove IL 60089  Valparaiso IN 46383-4427 

847/459-3198  219/465-3921   

RalphandJudiG@msn.com  bbeversdorf@immanuelvalpo.org 

  jimbeversdorf@verizon.net 

 

DISTRICT III, covering IA, MN, ND, NE, SD, WI, Manitoba & Saskatchewan   

Doug ♥ Leanne Fox Bruce ♥ Ila Zellmer 

Box 142 2009 Peachtree Court 

Bassett NE 68714 Sioux City IA 51104-1747 

402/684-2379 712/255-9262 

dlfox@huntel.net zellmerb@avalon.net 

 

DISTRICT IV/V, covering AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY Alberta & 

British Columbia 

Larry ♥ Judy Helgeson Russ ♥ Ann Hillman 

1911 Rebel Ridge Drive 14009 56
th
 Avenue NW 

Anchorage AK 99504 Gig Harbor WA 98332 

907/338-7250 253/858-3100 

ljhelgeson@aol.com russanhillman@centurytel.net 

 

FOR LOCAL AREA LEADERSHIP AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION, MAKE THAT 

SELECTION FROM THE FRONT PAGE  



APPOINTED NORTH AMERICAN REGION STAFF 
 

NAR PRESENTING COUPLE COORD. NAR SECRETARY 

Jake ♥ June Rabatin Carl ♥ Dallas Presley 

1049 Avon Bend Road 4219 – 32nd Ave Ct NW 

Charles Town WV 25414 Gig Harbor WA 98335 

304/724-6504 253/851-6652 

jakenjune@citlink.net carl.presley@comcast.net 
 

NAR FINANCE NAR SUPPLY 
Charlie ♥ Karin McClain Tom ♥ Sheila Cochran 

1140 Rainbow Drive 1502 Jackson Avenue N.E. 

Las Cruces NM 88005 St. Michael MN 55376 

505/524-2805; cell 419/571-9683 763/497-3675 

narfinance@yahoo.com cochrantl@charter.net 
 

NAR RESOURCE NAR DEEPER COORDINATORS 
Duffy ♥ Nan Guthrie Jim ♥ Anita Tollefson 

549 Janet Drive 8733 Darlington Avenue NE 

Conneaut OH 44030 Monticello MN 55362 

440/599-9090 763/295-8234 

nguthrie@suite224.net anitandjim@charter.net 
 

NAR HISTORIANS  

Tom ♥ Nancy Purcell 

2531 S. Adams Road 

Veradale WA 99037 

509/928-8393   Tep0411@comcast.net 
 

CANADIAN FACILITATORS CANADIAN FINANCE 
Ralph ♥ Linda Brewster Ken ♥ Trudy Deichen 

#802, 8260 162A Street #86, 14135 104
th
 Avenue 

Surrey, BC  V3S 8L7, Canada Surrey, BC  V3T 1X6, Canada 

604/597-0964 US:   PO Box 4380, Blaine WA 98231 

randlbrewster@shaw.ca 604/930-0213   Fax: 604/930-4131 

 deichen@primus.ca 

 

PUBLICITY/MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS - 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR 800# & LME NATL REGISTRAR 
Mark ♥ Kari Hooper Carol Ure 

2315 21
st
 Avenue Court NW PO Box 8524 

Gig Harbor WA 98335 Spokane WA 99203-9998 

253/858-9021 800/235-1010   Fax: 509/456-7994 

mjkarihooper@comcast.net GodLovesMarriage@comcast.net 
 

GodLovesMarriage.org WEB MASTER ilme.org WEB MASTER 
Tony ♥ Juanita Hughes Dave ♥ Ada Dorn 

230 Whitetail Crossing 3896 MacGregor Common 

Oswego IL 60543 Livermore CA 94551 

630/551-3300 925/449-1205 

thughes@itsperfect.com DaveDorn@aol.com 



LUTHERAN MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER – NORTH AMERICAN REGION 

AUXILIARIES 

 

LME PRAYER eCHAIN COORDINATORS LUTHERAN ENGAGED ENCOUNTER 

Kirk ♥ Fran Clapper     Dave ♥ Sue Edwards 

502 – 119
th
 Ave N.E.     1509 S. Forest Street 

Lake Stevens WA 98258    Denver CO 80222 

425/334-3043      303/753-9707 

krclapper@aol.com (for prayer chain)  Sue_Edwards@dpsk12.org 

krikrc@juno.com (personal)    www.leeionline.org     LEE website 

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEBSITES 

www.GodLovesMarriage.org 

Our main site for seekers, this is where your still-yet-to-be encountered friends can go to find 

LME Weekend locations, registration information, and, eventually, online registration. 
 

www.ilme.org 

Our main site for already encountered couples, for some resources you will need to enter a user 

name of “ILME Couples” and a Password of “1010.”  Here you will find: 

• eCall to be Family – quarterly update 

• Rosters of leadership for North America at regional, district, and local Area level, and 

around the world. 

• Dialogue questions and helps, outlines, and presentations to lead your Circle or any group 

during a time of marriage enrichment 

• Inviting helps, like how to write a temple talk for your church 

• Downloadable graphics, like letterhead, business cards, church mailing brochures, inserts 

• Information about upcoming international or regional events, like the International 

Family Reunions held every 2 years 

• In fact, everything a new or veteran encountered couple like you might want! 
 

www.wwme.org 

The Roman Catholic expression of Worldwide Marriage Encounter and the “umbrella” body of 

our movement.  This extensive site holds more helps, information, daily dialogue questions, and 

a great “Dialogue Companion.”  It includes lists and contacts for every Expression’s Weekends. 
 

www.retrouvaille.org  

The Catholic Expression’s weekend for troubled marriages.  This works!  Recommend it. 
 

www.leeionline.org 

The reference site for Lutheran Engaged Encounter, which holds Weekends for engaged and 

seriously dating couples in many parts of North America. 
 

http://csweb.cs.bgsu.edu/maner/dialogue/ - 40,000 dialogue questions, by subject 
 

www.wwmegifts.com 

View and/or purchase Marriage Encounter items and gifts, Dave & Joan Fister in Idaho 

www.fullcirclewood.com 

Wooden articles with WWME logo and general marriage designs. 
 

wme-l-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  (Note: the 4th digit is a small L, not a number 1) 

Subscribe to this Worldwide Marriage Encounter listserve by emailing to this address with word 

“subscribe” as the subject for discussions, resource materials, and contacting encountered 

couples all over the world. 

 


